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OVER THE EDITOR'S TRAINSHEET 








There now exists some doubt as to the immediate fate 
of railfan excursions and railfan photography. While there 
does not appear to have been any governmental’‘action several! 
of the railroads have taken restrictive steps. 


Cal trip to Niles Canyon and San Jose and the joint Cal-Neva 
and R&LHS trip to Westwood--were both cancelled at the reque 
of the Western Pacific on the basis that the railroad coald 
not guarentee operation due to possible military demands, 


The two excursions planned for September--the criskend 
$ 


It does not appear that the Cal-Nevada trip over the 
Sierra Railroad planned for October 22nd would be subject 
to any such cancellation. This trip was, and presumably 
still is, planned to start at Oakdale like the R&LHS trip 





TI 
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last year so that no operation over Class I railroads would 
be involved. 


On the photography problem your editor is advised that 
the Southern Pacific is in the process of calling-in all of 
its outstanding permits to take photographs on company pro- 
perty. Our informant was advised that instructions were 
being wiven to company police to hold anyone found taking 
pictures for the local police or FBI. Your editor contacted 
the San Francisco office of the FBI and inquired if such 
action was being taken at the request of the government and 
was informed that they were unaware of any such request hav- 
ing been made, Under such circumstances persons detained 
might well have a complaint for false arrest, 


It is possible; however, that the government may yet 
make such a request; if indeed they have not already done 
so since my inquiry, in which event persons taking photograph 
on railroad property might be properly detained for quest- 
ioning. 


Your editor notes with regret the accident during the 
NMRA Convention at Milwaukee on the Speedrail inwhich nine 
model railroaders were killed, So far as I can discover 
this is the first accident on any railfan excursion. 
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bg TIDEWATER SOUTHERN RAILWAY 
Dly The Tidewater Southern Railway started out as an inter- 
rip whan electric railway projected to run from Stockton south 
would fvard down the San Joaquin Valley. By 1910 silt had forced 
back river navigation on the San Joaquin River to Stockton 
although boats had earlier gone as far south as Fresno so 
that fthe "Tidewater" in the name was appropriate. On October 4, 
11 of $1910 the Tidewater & Southern Railroad was incorporated to 
pro- fouild a standard gauge railroad south of Stockton, This 
pre company actually graded about nine miles of roadbed with 
ing steel laid en about four miles between Turlock and Modesto. 
ntactediIn February, 1912, another corporation bearing the title 
ch Tidewater & Southern Transit Company was incorporated which 
t and jconstructed some graded roadbed near Merced River. The ‘two 
t hav- companies were consolidated on March 11, 1912 under the name 
ined jlidewater Southern Railway. 
The Tidewater Southern Railway pushed construction dur- 
yet ing 1912 and in October of that year opened for service the 
one 32,23 miles of electric railway between Taylor Street, Stock- 


tographtton and Modesto. First equipment was the electric locomotive 


est- 


the 
nine 
ver 


100 which was constructed from a flat car at the Stockton 
shops of the Central California Traction Company, The pass- 
enger equipment consisted of-three Jewett-built combination 
tars bearing the numbers 200, 201 and 202, The trains ran 

m their own tracks to the city limits of Stockton where they 
tan over the tracks of the Stockton Electric Railway to a 
down-town terminal used jointly with the Central California 





Traction Company. Outside of town the line operated at 
12000 volts D.C. with all overhead construction using trolleys. 
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Stockton Depot shared with the Central California Traction 
with Tidewater Southern 202 waiting outbound to Modesto. 
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The first freight motor #100 at Modesto in 1940 - Ed Wrrer 
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Tidewater Southern 201 at Modesto Terminal - Al Rose 





TIDEWATER SOUTHERN 


In 1916 the line was operating 24 trains daily between Stock- 
ton and Modesto with 65 minutes consumed for the 33 mile trip. 
Special rates were in effect for Saturday evening and Sunday 
roundtrips, and during nice weather picnic trains were run to 
the Stanislaus River, 


The line contemplated further construction south of-Mod- 
esto and in July, 1916, the Tidewater Southern put its 16 mile 
extension to Turlock in operation and plans were underway for 
further extensions down the valley. Electrification and 
passenger service was planned to continue to Turlock, and, in 
fact, a nice passenger depot was constructed in Turlock, 

This extension of electrification never took place, however, 
and the interurbans never went south of Modesto. 


This extension southward fitted into plans of the West- 
ern Pacific Railroad and in 1917 a majority of the stock of 
the Tidewater Southern was purchased by the Western Pacific. 
Under the new ownership the Tidewater Southern purchased 
Western Pacific steam locomotive 126, a ten-wheeler, for use 
in constructing the railroad south of Modesto and renumbered 
it Tidewater Southern #1. The entrance into Stockton was 
also changed with the original route by way of Sharp Lane 
being replaced by the use of-Western’Pacific’ trackage from 
Ortega to down-town Stockton, some 3,6 miles, Branch lines 
were also built during this peried for freight service. with 
the extension to Hilmar,*8 miles, opening in Juty, 1917, and 
the branch to Manteca, 6.6 miles opening in May, 1918. 
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Motor #100 and train at the north city limits of Modesto 


in 1945. Photograph by Ken Kidder. 


2. 


Steam engine #1 at Modesto 2/26/39 - Ed Wrrer 
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Freight Motor #106 at Modesto in 1940. The Sacramento 
Northern has added a pantograph replacing one trolley 
>sto in service as SN 670 today. Ed Wrrer photograph 























To handie increased freight traffic another freight 

stor was purchased from'General Electric in June, 1921, which 
was given the number 106. The line also had two cabooses 
bearing numbers 301 and 302. The passenger equipment was 
supplemented by the use of two Holman-built trailers of the 
Central California Traction Company as the occasion demanded. 


Dispite the fine service, passenger revenues declined 

with the ever increasing use of automobiles. Service was cut 
back’ to 18 trains and by 1932 only 8 daily trains were sched- 
uled. May 26, 1932 saw the last electric interurban over the 
line. The line was cut back to Ortega and passengers were 
carried in a daily mixed steam train, The interurban cars, 
with trolleys and motor equipment removed, served as caboose- 
coaches for a short time, but were later de-trucked and used 
as section houses at Hatch. - The electric overhead was taken 
down with the exception of 2.1 miles between Aurora and Modesto 
and the yard trackage at Modesto. The franchise at Modesto 
barred steam operation on 14 miles of Ninth Street and trains 
d to have an electric engine on the head end, Electric 
otors 100 and 106 “hauled” the freight trains through Modesto 
ts well ad the local switching. 


Freight traffic along the Tidewater Southern, particularly 
perishable fruits and vegitables, was quite heavy and West- 

ern Pacific steam engines were often called to handle the rush, 
Consolidation 124 was quite often used together with ten-wheel- 
trs of the 90 series, In 1940 the Tidewater Southern purchased 
Sierra Railroad #32, a Baldwin-built 2-6-2 built in 1923 for 

the Angles Branch run, This small engine was well suited for 
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The plans of the Western Pacific, even as late as 1932 
(see Map), were to build from Nile Garden (near Manteca) to 
Shoemake on the Tidewater Southern and continue the Tidewater 
Southern tracks down the San Joaquin Valley. The line was 
to extend to Fresno and eventually to Bakersfield. The line 
ONER was to connect with feeders in the area and at one time it 
\ was reported negotiations were underway for the purchase of 

numa —the Yosemite Valley Railroad, A survey was also made to 
Patterson on the west side of the San Joaquin Valley where 
connections would have been made with the narrow gauge 
Patterson &' Western, Unfortunately these plans did not 
mterialize, 
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Tidewater Southern 32 at Modesto on June 20, 1940--its 
first day of service on the Tidewater Southern, Photo 
by Al Rose, 
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Tidewater Southern 132 at Mod 
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"Tidewater Southern" 124 at Stockton in 1948. Really 
Western Pacific 124 with TS #1's tender. Ed Wrrer 


the light trackage of the former interurban. It was renumbered 
132 in June, 1941 to avoid confusion with Western Pacific 32 

it the Stockton roundhouse where the Tidewater Southern engines 
re, and still are, serviced, In 1939 cabooses 301 and 302 
ud been replaced by two second hand cabooses which were given 
he same numbers, 


The arrival of the diesel-electric motive power did not- 
wccur until 1947 when #135, a 44-ton Electro-Motive switcher, 
trived, Shortly after in April, 1948; numbers 141 and 142, 
both 70-ton General Electric switchers, arrived. Diesels 
then took over the main line and the Modesto switching. The 
overhead at Modesto was removed and the electric engines re- 
ired. Engine 100 was scrapped while the 106 which had been 
leased to the Sacramento Northern during the war was sold to 
the latter road where it was renumbered SN 670. Steam engine 
rl was retired about this time and its tender was given to 
lestern Pacific 124 which resulted in appearance at least of 
"Tidewater Southern 124", Engine 132 was stored and for a 
ime it-appeared as if it too would be retired, Only recently, 
however, it was put through the Western Pacific's Sacramento 
Shops and it now appears as if it will be kept indefinately 
$ a spare engine. 



















Thus the Tidewater Southern, no longer an interurban, 
las acquired the status of an established, well-paying feeder 
for the Western Pacific system. Diesels with steam during 
the peak seasons roll long trains of refrigerator cars nor th- 
rd to W.P. connections. 
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Tidewater Southern's first diesel, #135, at Modesto in ‘ 
1947, - Ed Wrrer IDEWA 
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Tidewater Southern 141 at Stockton roundhouse - Ed Wrrer 
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IDEWATER SOUTHERN ROSTER 
1 4-6-0 Rome, 1891 
32 2-6-2 Baldwin, 1923 


Tidewater Southern 142 heading a freight at Modesto in 
1948, Photograph from Stanley Snook. 
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132 2-6-2 Baldwin, 1923 
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Equipment Register 





135 4x4 Electro Motive, 1947 
141 4x4 General Electric; 1946 70-ton diesel 
142 4x4 General Electric, 1948 70-ton diesel 
200 Jewett Car Co., 1912 
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TIDEWATER SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY. 
Rex, T, Kearney, President and General Manager, Modesto, Cal. 
Joun E. Kewnapy, Tralamanter, is | Cuarces P. Russgxx, Gen, Auditor, 


San Francisco 5, Cal. 









on eccccccerecccccccce 












izes =r i rr. 
Train | 845 a mitg. ‘8}. 
Service.'t0 30 4 M|3 





$0 rw ?s| Mixed 
530r™) Train 
1500 ru iService. 


| Freight Service 
only 














The Western Railroader @ Page Thirteen 
















HORT L INI 

































MUNICIPAL RAILWAY PROGRAM Manager William H. Scott has (0. and | 
' recomended the following pro- fey wer: 
gram for Municipal Railway changes: Conversion of Sutter [piumbia. 
stockton and Geary Street lines to trackless trolleys, but Bither ™ 
retain gas busses on Van Ness. Replace Church Street (J) jugust 2 





line wath gas busses, Removal of tracks on Ocean Avenue in th 
and abandon K street car operation and have feeder gas Texas C 
busses serve the outer portions of both the K and M routes fy the t 
from a new terminal to be built near St Francis Circle, wpecial 
Paving over unused track on Market Street below Kearny sed in) 
and reconstruct tracks on Market betweek 11th and Van Ness The 
and complete the track replacement program in Twin Peaks n the P 
Tunnel, This brings the Muni story up to 8/29/50. yer be 
Hine. 

PORTLAND STREET CAR SEEKS HOME Former Council Crest strecthty actua 

car 506 of the Portland Ac 





Traction Company which was painted up for preservation at {tated t 
the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry is stored at the fyith its 
Center Street Shops of the Traction Company waiting another fyek and 
"savior" after the Museum abandoned plans to save it. The }the line 
City has been offered the car but as yet no word has been [former e 


received of the City Council accepting it. The Portland fetween 
Traction is now asking a 15¢ fare as patronage has dropped Dot 
since elimination of all street cars in Portland, Mhich t¢ 

jons at 


KEY SYSTEM FACES FIGHT IN FARE HEARINGS’ The “dirty linen"]} 1 ~ 
of both the pur- 
chase of the stock of the Key System holding company by the 2 
management at depressed prices and later profitable sale of |, 4 
this stock to National City Lines and the intertwined relat-| 32 
ionships which govern the Key System went into the record 4101 
of the present Key rate hearings. The east bay cities and § 102 
Alameda County are fighting the increase though as usual ae 
the Commission “experts” are recomending a raise, 104 
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S.P. GETS COMMUTE FARE INCREASE The S.P.'s Peninsula 
_ suburban service was 105 - : 
given a fare increase ranging from 10 to 30 percent for 

commute fares and increases in other fares recently. They 
are expected to go into effect October 4th. 0 











NORTHWEST NOTES: An S.P.& S. local freight on the Astoria [WESTERN 
line headed by a diesel road switcher : 
derailed and jacknifed at Bradwood August 7th. Diesel #40 [500 50- 








and nine cars of the 30-car Seaside local went off the duired 
tracks, --- The 30-mile spur used to carry materials to pees 
the Grand Coulee Dam is being removed to make way for the lso ap 


Grand Coulee reservoir project. The line ran from Odair of its 
down the Grand Coulee to the dam, ern div 
coal, 
SAN DIEGO NOTES: The San Diego & Arizona Eastern has appli@the ope 
for permission to discontinue passenger [ms tec 
service between San Diego and Calexico. The SD&AE used 4 jlong, 
Baddwin road switcher on the San biego-E1 Cajon freight ened o1 
recently on a trial basis, or the 
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HORTLINE NOTES Al Rose reports that the SIERRA RAIL- 
ROAD had Baldwin demonstrator diesels 
0. and 751 (750 hp each) on the* line August 21st and 22nd. 
mey were rin both MU and singly. Al also reports that 
lumbial Paictures took scenes for a movie to be titled 
ither "The Texas Rangers” or "Waco" on the SIERRA on 
jggust 24, 25 and 26th. Locomotive 18, bearing the number 
in the movie; and coaches 2, 5 and 6 were used lettered 
texas Central", This may have been the last run for #18 
s the time on the flues had expired earlier in August and 
ipecial permission was obtained for the three day it was 
sed in movie work, 
The two Baldwin demonstrator diesels were also used 

m the Pacific Electric according to word from Jack Whit- 
yer being used on through freights on the San Bernardino 
ine. They were run MU and were equipped with a trolley 
streetiie actuate the crossing signels. 
nd A clipping supplied by Gilbert Kneiss dated August 4th 
at [stated that the Almanor Railroad has been having difficulty 
the fyith its diesel, It broke down for the second time in a 
other fveek and a Western Pacific locomotive was-secured to run 
The }the line while repairs were being made. The line is the 
en Hormer electrified line of the Red River Lumber Company 
land hetween Clear Creek Junction and Chester, 
oped Doug. Richter reports that the Fruit Growers Supply 
hich took over the other Red River Lumber Company operat- 
__, ions at Westwood now have the following assignment of engines: 
inen 1 = Camp 10 to Westwood Junction (this is*former #34 
pur ~ which was renumbered in August, 1950). 
y the} 2 - Standby for #1 and plow engine at Camp 10. 








aS 
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1 a in shop at Susanville. 
104 ~ in service at Camp Harvey veing used to dismantle 

the 55 miles of logging line out of this camp which 
is now being abandoned; 

105 - was scrapped in August, 1950--has been out of service 

since since December, 1947, 

they Engine #5 is at Susanville for either shopping. 
or scrapping---Doug wasn't sure which, 


le of | 4 - Campt 10 to woods (7 miles 

‘elat-| 32 - switcher and road engine at Westwood; alternates with 
ord $101 - switcher and road engine at Westwood, 

s and $102 - out of service at Westwood, 





ria #WESTERN PACIFIC NOTES: The Western Pacific directors have 

- voted to place immediate orders for 

| #40 [500 50-ton box cars and additional signalling equipment re- 
duired to place the entire main line under CTC with the 

0 exception of the paired track in Nevada. The directors 

‘he lso approved 76 miles of new heavy rail and a refinancing 

ir of its bonds, Steam operation has returned to the East- 
‘tn division though oil burners are being used instead of 

pooal, The State of Nevada instituted court action over 

appligthe operation of the Budd car claiming that a five-man crew 

ger §wis fequired by state law on all railroads over 90-miles 

da fiong, It was expected that this matter could be straight- 

} ened out prior to the planned starting date of September 15th 
ltr the Zephyrette service. 
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P&SR STEAMER ENDS SERVICE The Petaluma & Santa Rosa stcame I 
"Petaluma" made its last run 

between Petaluma and San Francisco August 24th. It was fe- 

placed by two barges and a tug. The tug takes a barge up 

to Petaluma’and picks up the loaded barge and starts back 

immediately. “he service is said to be faster and the tag 

has a crew of 2 instead of the 8 required for the steamer, 





FIRE HITS WESTSIDE LUMBER’ The Westside Lumber Company 
which operates a 50-mile Lumber 
railroad out of Toulumne was hit very hard by a huge forest 
fire over the Labor Day weekend that may spell the doom of 
the lumber line and will’ seriously decrease lumber shipments 
over the Sierra Railroad. 





MILWAUKEE BUYS ELECTRIC ENGINES The Milwaukee Road (CMSP&?) 
has purchased 12 large 
electric engines for its main-line electric operations which] | 
were built during the war for Russia but never delivered. Tw eee 
of the engines will be equipped for passenger operations, 
This should dispell fears that diesels might replace the 
electrics, 
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S.P. PLANS EQUIPMENT PURCHASES The Southern Pacific has 
announced plans for—the 
purchase or building of 5000 1reight train cars and 46 dieself ~ 
locomotives. The orders will be for 21 road switchers fore | 
branch line use and-25 switchers. There wiil be 3500 box a 
cars, 1100 gondolas, 250 covered hopper cars, 100 open Ra 
hopper cars and 50 cabooses in the program. Some of these ae 
cars will be built in company shops. Bs 






PFE PLANS 2100 new cars including 100 giant 50-foot cars for 
frozen foods traffic. The cars will be built at the PFE 
shops at Los Angeles and Colton during the coming year. This 
will bring the PFE total to over 40,000 cars, of which 514 
will be the giant frozen food cars, 


UNION PACIFIC now has seven steam engines assigned to helper 
service out of San Bernardino with the result that the 1370 
class diesel road switchers have almost disappeared. -Steam 
engines in this service are 5023 (2-10-2), 5090, 5091, 5092 
and 5095 (4-10-2's), 7019 and 7859 (4-8-2). - Whitmeyer 


MODEL RAILROADS and Fairs seem to go together. A large 
model railroad is on display at the California State Fair 
at Sacramento and the San Mateo’County Fair: at San Mateo, T 
and the Western Washington Fair at Puyallup. Many of us HORSE 
recall the very fine displays at the Golden Gate Internat- {THIS I 
ional Exposition 6n Treasure Island which seemed to have 
started the trend, E 
end of 
The INDIANA RAILROAD is the subject of Bulletin 91 of the Union 
CERA. It will run over 60 pages and cost $2.50 with 
publication scheduled-for October-1 - Write Central Elect- 
ric Railfans, Box 503, Chicago 90, I11. 
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